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and the Peſts of Societies, 


ACTS xv. 28, 
| Almoſt theu perſwadeſt me to be a . 


ND many there are who go thus ar: et 
g A ſince the Chriffian Religion was in the Worl 


there have been many in every Age and Nation, 
who were almoſ? 6 erſwaded to be C e, B ut ſeeing 
it avadls nothing before GOD, to g 5 4 us 7 
highly imports us to conſider, 

Firf. W hat is implied in being almoſt, Fc 

Secondly, What, i in bein 2 altogether Wi, 2 | 
I.) r. Now, in the — 55 almoſt a ian is im- 
plied, firſt, Heathen Honeſty, No one, 1 2 will 
make any Queſtion of this; eſpecially, ſince by Heathen 
Honefty here, 1 mean, not that which i is recommended 
in the A of their Philoſophers only, but ſuck as 
the common Heathens ex rected of one another, and 
many of them actually oractiſed, * By the Rules of this 
they were taught, that they ought not to be unjuſt a5 ; 
not to take away their Neighbour's Goods, either by. 
Robbery or Theft: Not to oppreſs the Poor, neither 4 5 
uſe Exturtion toward any: Not to cheat or over reach 


either the Poor or Rich, in whatſoever Commerce the 7 3 5 


had with them: To deftaud no Man of his Right, an 
if it were poſlible, to owe no Man any thing 
2. Again, the common Heathens allowed. that foms 
Regard was to be paid to Truth as well as to Juſt ice 
And n they not only held him in Abomins 
tion, who was toreſworn, who called GOD to witneſs tg 
a Lie; but him alſo, who was nag to be a Slanderet 4 
of his Neighbour, who faltely acchſed any Man. N 
indeed little better did they ca wilfuF Lies of an 
Sort, accounting them the Viſgrace of Human kink | 
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3. Yet again, there was a Fetrof Love and Af. 
Pſtance, which they expected one from another. They 
expected whatever Aſſiſtance any one could give ano» 
ther, without Prejudice to himſelf. And this they ex- 
tended, not only to thoſe little Offices of Humanity, 
Which are perform'd without any Expence or Labour; 
dot likewife „to the Feeding the Hungry, if they hat 
Food to ſpare, the clothing the Naked, with their own 
ſuperfluous rer: and in genetal, rhe giving to any 
that needed, ſuch Things as they needed not themſelves. 
Thus far (in the loweſt Account of it) Heathen Honeſty 
went, the firſt Thing implied in the being alma a 
Clhlrifran, | 


it.) 4. A ſecond Thing implied i the being o. 


Chriftian, is the having a Form of Godlineſs, of that 
ö „ pi is preſcribed in the Golpel of CHRIST; 
| he baving the Ou ti d: of a real Cori//1a% According 
ſy, the Ano Chriftian does nothing which the Go; 
bids. He taketh not the Name of GOD in vain : He 
_ and <urfeth. not; he ſweareth not 7 all, but his 
Jommunication, is yea, yea; nay, nay. He prophanes 
nde the Day of the FORD, nor 10 ers l N. 1 6 Tron 
ren by tue Sttanger that is Within his Gates, Ae not 
nly ayoids all actual Adyltery, Fornication,. and Un- 
Eleahneſs, but every Word or Lock, that Either directly 
or indirectly tends thereto: Nay, and all idle Words, 
bſtaining both from all Detraction, Back-biting, Tale» 
F550 , Evil-ſfeaking, and from al feli Talking 
52 87 Farrop ied ) a kind of Virtue in the 
eathen 


ing, ( 
' Moraliſt's Account. Briefly, from all Con- 
verſation that is not goed to rhe U/e of edifying, and that 
Conſequently grieves the Holy Spirit of GOD, whereby we 
gre ſcaled to the Day of Redemption. 1 
5. He abſtains from ire wherein is Exccſi, from Re- 
vellings and Gluttony. He avoids, as much as in him 
lies, all Strife and Contention, continually endeav,ur» 
ing to live peaceably with all Men. And if he ſuffer 
Dong, he avengeth not himſelf, neither returns Evil ſor 
vil, He is no Rai lex, no Brawler, no Scoffer, either 
t the Faults or Infirmities of his Neighbour, He does 
not willingly wrong, burt, or grieve any Man; but in 
AI Things acts and ſpeaks by that plain Rule, Wharyi- 


ror 
- 2 The candid Reader will excaſe cur want of a Gree 157 2 


— 
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ever thou would/? not le {ould do ante thee,. that do nos 


thou to another, g 

6. And in doing Good, he does not confine himſelf 
to che and eaſy Offices of Kindneſs, but labours and 
ſutfers forthe Profit of many, that by all Means he mg 


help ſome, In ſpite of Toil or Pain, Whatſoever bis : 


Hand fi adetb to do, be doeth it u. th all bis Migbt: Whether 
it be tor bis Friends, or for his Enemies, for the Evil, or 
for the Gould, For, being nor //otb/ul in this, or in any 
Buſineſs, as be bath Opportunity be doth Good, all Manner 
of God ro all Men; and to their Souls as well as their 


-  Bodyes. He reptoves the Wicked, inſtructs the Igno- 


rant, Confirms the Wavering, quickens the Good, and 


comtorts the Afhicted. He labouts to awaken thoſe that 


{leep, to lead thoſe whom GQD hath already awakened, 
to the Fountain opened for Sin and for Uncleanneſs, that 
they may waſh therein and be clean; and to ſtir up thoſe - 


who are ſaved thro' Faith, to adora the Goſpel of. 


CHRIST in all Things. 


. He that hath the Form of Godlinehs, . uſes alſo he 


Means of Grace, yea all of them, and at all Opportu- 
nities, He conſtantly ſrequents the Houſ of GOD ; and 
that not as the Manner of ſome is, who come into the 
Preſence of the Moſt High, either loaded with Gold and 


coltly Apparel, or in all the gaudy. Vanity of Dreſs; 


and either by their unſeaſonable Civilities to each other, , 
or the impertinent Gaiety of their Behaviour, diſclaim 


all Pretenſions to the Form, as well as to the Power of 


Go1tinels, . Would co GOD there were none even among 
ourielves who fall under the ſame Condemnation: Wo 


come into his Houle, it may be, gazing avout, ot with 


all the Signs of the moſt liftleſs, careleſs 


Bleſſing, on what they are entering upon; who, during 
that awful Service, are either aſleep, or reclined in the 
moſt convenient Poſture for at 5 or, as thoꝰ they ſuppoſed 
GOD was afleep, talking with one another, or Jooking - 
round, ,as utterly - void of Employment: Nei 
theſe be _actiifed of the Form of Godlin * 

who has even this, behaves with Herioufnefr 
tion, 1H every Part of that ſolemn Service. 


eialy when, he. approaches the Table of the Lord, uu "I 
not wich s light vr careleſs Behayiour, but with an Aſ- = 


93, 2 
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ifference, tho“ 
tometimes they may /cem to uſe a Prayer to GOD for his 
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© alt he does, or leaves undone, This Deſign, if any 
Mar, be al 


S | 
Seſture and Deportment which s nothing elſe, bot 
Cod be merciful fo me a Simmer, ED "EN 
8, To this if we add, the conſtant Uſe of Family 


Prayer, by thoſe who are Maſt. rs of Families, and the 
ſetting Times apart for private Addreſſes to GOD, with 
d daily Seriouſneſs of Behaviour: He who wiiformly 
practiſes this Outward Religion, has the Fo:m of God- 
'Lineſs, There needs but One Thing more in or ger to- 
| His being almoſ# a Chriftan, and that is, Sincerity. 
III.) 9. By Sincerity I mean, a real, inward Prince- 
ple of Religion, from whence theſe ovrwards Actions 
ow. And indeed, if we have not this, we have not 
Heathen Honeſty; no, not fo much of it as will anſwer 
the Demand of a Heathen, F picurean Poet, Even this 
poor Wretch, in his ſober I:.cervals, is able to teſtify, 
® Oderunt peccare bont, wittutis amore? 
Oderunt peccure mali, formilins pane. 
So that if a man only abſtains from doing Evil, in or- 
der to avoid Puniſhment, F 
+ Now paſces in cruce cor vos. 
Faith the Pagan; there, Thou bat thy Reward, But even 
he will not allow ſuch a harmleſs Man as this, to be ſo 
much as's good Hearben, If then any Man, from the 


; . = - . - 
| on Motive, bis. to avoid Puniſhment, to avoid the 


ols of his Friends, or his Gain, or his Reputation; 

ſhould not only abſtain from doing Evil, but alſo do ever 

; fo much Good, yea, and uſe all the Means of Grace; 

yet we could not with any Propriety ſay, This Man is 

even ame a Chriſtian. It he has no better Principlein 
His Heart, he is only a Hypocrite altogether, 


180. Sincerity therefore is neceſſarily implied. in the 


HPeing 24% a Cbriſtian: A real Deſiga to ſerve GOD, a 
Hearty Defire to do his Will: It is neceffarily implied; 


that x Man lave a fincere View of pleaſing GOD in all 


Things: In all his Convetſation; in all his Actions; in 
all 


moſt a Criſtian, runs thro” the whole Teno 


een. | 
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11. But here it will probably be enquired, Is it poſſible 
that any Man living, ſhould go ſo far as this, and never» 
theleſs be only almoſt a Cbriſtian? What more than this 
can be implied, in the being a Chri/tian altogether ? | 
anſwer, firſt, That it is poſſible to go thus fat, and yet be 
but almoſt n Cbriſtian; | learn not only from the Oracles 
of GOD, but allo from the fure Teſtimony of Experience 
12. Brethren, Great is my Boldnefs towards yru in this 
Brovalf, And fergive me this Wrong, If I declare my 
own Folly 1 pon the Houle-top, for yours and the 
Golpel's Sake. Suffer me then to ſpeak treely of my 
ſelf, even as of another Man, I am content to he 
abaſed, ſ% ye may be exalted, and to be yet more vile, 

ſor the Glory oft my LORD, | 
13. did go thus far for many Years, as many of this 
Place canteſtiſy: Uſing Diligence to eſchew all Evil, 
and to have a Conſcience vyid of Ottence : Redeeming 
the Time, buying up every Opportunity of doing ail 
Good to all Men? conſtantly and carefully uſing all the 
Publick and all the Private Means of Grace; endea 
vouring after a ſteady Serioulneſs of Behaviour, at all 
Times and in all Places: And GOD is my Record, be- 
fore whom I ſtand, doing all this in Sincerity z having 
a rea] Deſign to ſerve GOD, a hearty Deſire to dv his 
Willinall Things, to pleaſe bim who had called me to 

figbt the good Figl 


Ghoſt, chat all this Time I was but / e a Chriſtian. 
II. If it be enquired, what more than this is implied 
in the being a/rogetber a Cbriſtiaa? I anfwer, 
1.) 1, Firſt, 1 
ord, Tbou ſhalt love the Lord y GOD, with all thy 


' Heart, and with all thy Sout, and with all thy Ming, 


and with all thy Strength : Such a Love of GOD is this, 


us engro ſſes the whole Heart, as takes ug all the Aﬀec- 


tions, as fills the entire Capacity of the. Soul, and em- 


ploys the utmoſt Extent of all its Faculties, He that” 
thus loves the Lord his GOD, his Spirit 1 re- 
Ly 


oiceth in GOD bis Saviour. His Delight is in the 


bis Lord and his all. to whom t# every 7 be gi 1b 
2 — 


Wants. All his Defire is unto GOD, and to 


Frans of bis Name. His Heart is ever crying out, - 
have I in Heaven but Thee, ond there ig non ugon Earth 


— —— — 


* * ; 7 that 
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t, and to lay bold of eternal Life. Vet 
my own Conſcience beareth me Witneſs in the Hor, 


he Love of, GOD. For thus faith bis 
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| $ut is paſſed from Death" ante Lit 


(8) 


that I deſire def de rhee. Indeed, what can he deſire de- 


fide GOD? Not the World, or the ITbings of the World, 
For he is cru iſi ed to the World, andthe Mord crucified 
to bim. He is-crucihed' to the Debire of the Fleſh, the 
Deſire of the Eye, and the Pride of Life, Yea, he is 


dead to Pride of every Kind: For Love is not puffed up; 


but he that dwelling in Love dwe/letb in God, and God in 
bim, is leſs than nothing in his own Eyes 


i.) 2. TheSecond Thing implied in the being alte- 


gether a Chriſtian is, The Love ot. our Neighbour. For 


thus ſaid our Lord in the following Words, Thou Bult 
leve thy Neighbuur as thyſelf, If any May alk who is 
my Neighdour, we reply, Every Man in the World 
every Child of bis, who is rbe Father of the Spirits of all 
Floh. Nor may we in any wiſe except our Enemies, or: 
the Enemies of GOD and thir own Souls. Bur every 
Chriſtian loverh theſe alſo as himlelf; yea. as Chri/# 
loved us, He 1 at would more fully underſtand what 
Manner of Lov. this xs, may conſider St, Paul's De- 
ſcription of it. It is Jong-ſuffering and kind. It envieth» 
not. It 1; not ra(h or baſty 1 judging, It il wet puffed 

, bur maketh him that loves, the leait, the Servant of 
all. Love doth nut beb..ve itſelf wnſeemly, but becometb 
all Things to all Men. She ſceketb not ber own, but only; 
the Good of others, that they may be ſaved. Love 12 
not provoked, It caſteth our Wrath, which he who bath, 
is not made perfect in Love, It thinketh no Evil, It re- 
goiceth not mn loiguity, but rejoicetb in the Truth, It co- 
veretb all Things, believetb all Things, bopeth all Things, . 
endureth all Things. 


III.) 3. There is yet one Thing more that may be 


ſeparately conſidered, tho? it eannot actually be ſepatate 
from the preceeding, which is implied in the being alto- 
ther a Criſtias: And that is the Ground of All, even 


aith. Very excellent Things are ſpoken of this through 
out the Oracles of GOD. Every one, ſaith the beloved 
Diſciple, that Believetb, is torn of God. To as many as 


received bim, gave be Power to become the Sons of 

even to them i bat believe on bis Name, And, this ts the 
Vigory that overcometh tbe World, even our. Faith. Yea, 
our Lord himſelf declares, He that helievetb in the Son 


' bath everlaſting Life ; and cometh not inte Condemuation, 
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4. But here let no Man deceive his own Sout, © ſe 
is diligently to be noted, the Faith which bringeth not 
forth Repentance and Love, and all good Works, is not 
that right living Faith which is here ſpoken of, but a 
dead and deviliſh one. For even the Devils believe; 
That Chriſt was born of a Virgin,' that he wrought all 
Kind of Miracles, declaring himſelſ very GOD: That 
ſor our Sakes he ſuffered a moſt painful Death, to redeem 
us from Death everlaſting: That he roſe again the third 
Day; that he aſcended into heaven, and ſitteth at the 


| Kight Hand of the Father, and at the End of the World, 


| 


ſhall come again to judge borh the Quick and Dead, 
Theſe Articles of our Faith the Devils believe, and ſo 
they believe all that is written in the Old and New Te- 
ſtament. And yet ſor all this Faith, they be but Devils. 


They remain ſtill ia their damnable Eſtate, lacking the 


very true Chriſtian Faith.“ 

6. The right and true Chriſtian Faith, is, (to go on 
in the Words of our ewh Church) not only to believe 
that holy Scripture, and the Articles of our Faith are 
true, but alſo to have'a ſure Truſt and Confidence, to 
be ſaved from everlaſting Damnation dy Chriſt: It ig » 
ſure Fruſt and Confide nee which a Man hath in GOD, 
that by che Merits of Chriſt bis Sins are forgiven, anJ 
he reconciled to the Farour of GOD,—whereot doth 
follow a loving Heart, to obey his Commandments. - 
6. Now, whoſoever has this Faith, which puriſtei the 
Heart, by the Power of GOD, who dwelleth therein, 
fromPride, Anger, Deſire, from al] Unrightrouſneſs, from 
ell Filthineſs of Flat and Spirit, which fills it with Love 
fronger than Death, both to GON and to all Mankind. 
Love that doth the Works of GOP, glorying to ſpend 


and to be ſpent for all Men, and that endureth with 
Joy, not only the Reproach of Chriſt, the being mocks 


ed, deſpiſed and hated of all Men, but whatſoever the 
Wiſdom of GOD permits the Malice of Men os Devils 
to, 3nflict ; whoſoever has this Faitb. thus working by 
ore, is not almoſt, only, but altogetber a C of 4 
7, But who. are the living Witneſſes of theſe Things d. 
beleech you, Brethen, as in the Preſence of that GOD, 
bofore whom Hell and Deftrufion are without a Covers 


ing ; How much more the Hearts of the Children of Mea 
« | chat 
A Homily on the Salvation of Man, 
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ask his own Heart, (Am I of 


that each of you would 


that Number? Do I ſo far practiſe Juſtice, Mercy and 
Truth, as even the Rules of Heathen Honeſty require ? 
If fo, have I the very Our/ide of a Criſtian? The Form 
of Godlineſs? Dol abſtain from Evil, from whatſoever 
is forbidden in the written World of GOD? Do Iwhat- 
ever Good my Hand findeth to do, do it with my 
Might? Do I ſerioufly uſe all the Ordinances of GOD 
at all Opportunities? And is all this done, with a fincere 
Deſign and Deſire to pleaſe GOD in all Things? 

8. Are not many of you conſcious, that you never 
came thus far? That you have not been even a/moſt a 
Chriftian ? That you have not come up to the Standard 
of Heathen Honeſty ? At leaſt, not to the Form of Chri- 
ſtian Godlineſs? Much leſs hath GOD ſeen Sincerity in 
you, a real Defign of pleaſing him in all Things. You 
ne ver fo much as intended, to devote all your Words and 
Works, your Buſineſs, Studies, Diverſions, to his Glory, 
You never even deſigned or defired, that whatſoever 
you did, ſhoul be > Jo in the. Name of the Lord Feſus, 
and as ſuch, ſhould be a ſpiritual Sacrifiae, acceptable 
to God through Chrif, 1 
9. But fuppoling you had, Do good Deſigns and good 
Deſire, make a Chriſtian ? By no Means, unleſs they are 


| brought to good Effect. “ Hell is payed, faith one, 


with good Intentions,” The great Queſtion of all then 
fill remains. Is the Love of GOD ſhed abroad in you 
Heart? Can you cry out, My GOD and my All? 
Do you defire nothing but him? Are you happy in God? 
Is he your Glory,- your Delight, your Crown of Re- 
joicing? And is this Commandment written in your 

eart, That be who loveth God leves his Brother alſo ? 
Do you then love your Neighbour as yourſelf? Do you 
love every Man, even your Enemies, even the Enemies 
of GOD, as your own Soul? As Chriſt loved you? Yea, 
doſt thou beleve that Chriſt loved rbee, and gave him- 
ſelf for thee? Haſt thou Faith In his Blood ? Believelt 
thou the Lamb of GOD hath taken away rby Sins, and 
caſt them as a Stone into the Depth of the Sea ? That 
he hath blotted out the Hand-writing that was again it 
thee, taking it out of the Way, nailing it to bis Croſs ? 
Haſt cou indeed Redemption through his Blood, * 
* . EN 


—— 2 —ůp— ů 


e 


f THI 
Pol be Remiſſion of rby Sins? And doth his Spirit bear wit- 
fs with tby Spirit, that thou art a Child of GOD? 
10. The GOD and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift 


— ho now ſtandeth in the Midſt of us, knoweth that if 
hat- y Man die without this Faith and this Love, good it 


ere for him that he had never been born. Awake, 


O hen, thou that ſleepeſt, and call upon thy GON : Call 
cere In the Day when he may be found. Let him not ref}, till 


e make bis Goodneſs to paſs befire thee, til] be proclaim 
nto thee the Name of the Lord, The Lord, the Lord GOD, 
erciful and gracious, Jong-ſuffering, and abundant in 
oodneſs and Tratb ; keeping Mercy for Thruſands, for- 
pruing Iniquity and Tranſgreſſion and Sin, Let no Man 
perſuade thee by vain Words, to reſt ſhort of the Prize 

thy high Calling, But cry unto him 3 * and Night, 
who, while we were witbout Strengrb, died for the Un- 
godly, untill thou knoweſt in whom thou haſt believed, 
and can'ſt ſay, * My Lord and my GOD,” Remember, 
always to pray and not to farnt, till thou alſo can'ſt life 
upthy Hand unto Heaven, and declare to him that 
liveth ſor ever and ever, © Lord, Thou knoweſt all 
Things, Thou knoweſt that I love Thee,” 

11, May we all thus experience what it is, to be not 
almoſt only, but altogether Chriſtians! Being juſtified 
freely by his Grace, through the Redemption that is in 

eſus : k nowing we have Peace with GOD through 

eſus Chriſt - Rejoicing in Hope of the Glory of GOD, 
and having the Love of GOD ſhed abroad in our Hearts, 
by the Holy Ghoſt given unto us! 
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